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WEST BROOKFIELD - 
The Easter Bunny rode in style 
with first responders Sunday 
morning around town as he 
waved to all. 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS CORRESPONDENT PHOTOS 
BY SLOANE PERRON 


Top left, the Easter Bunny came to town 
Sunday morning and rode in style with the 
West Brookfield Police Department, the 
Fire Department and the West Brookfield 
Rescue Squad, who drove him around 
town so all could see him. Top right, he 
West Brookfield Rescue Squad, the Fire 
Department and the Police Department 
helped the Easter Bunny tour the town 
Easter Sunday. Right, first responders 
helped the Easter Bunny through town 
Easter Sunday. 





QUABOAG 


Sports 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 


7 


Editorial/Opinion 4 


Police Logs 
9 Classifieds 


14-15 


Connect with 
us online 





Quaboag Current 


Newspaper 
13 





2S : BROOK = 
Oo Nee ELD 


XN 


RESCUE SQUAD 
ANMIBIUWAINICE 











QVCDC continues its mission 


By Eileen Kennedy Corp.’s physical doors may 
Staff writer be shut due to the COVID-19 
circumstances, but employees 

WARE — Quabaog Val- are still available and working 


ley Community Development hard to meet the area’s needs, 





Better Businesses, Stronger Communities 


We're here to help... 
Small Business 


LOANS 


GROW and PROSPER 


Business loans from $500 to $100,000 are available 
through QVBAC to existing and start-up businesses 
operating within our service area, 


~~ Business Loans for 
: ® Purchase of Assets 
e Start-up Equipment © Expansion or Acquisition 


® Job Creation 
© Working Capital of Business Real Estate. 


Lets talk. 413-967-3001 « QVCDC.org Let's talk. : 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS COURTESY PHOTO 


Two of Quaboag Valley Community Development Corp.’s loan facilitators, Melissa Fales, 
left, and Dakota DesRochers, just two of several employees working remotely to help 
area communities during COVID-19 in a number of ways. 


particularly for small business- 
es. They are all working from 
home and lining up help for 
cash-strapped businesses, job 
seekers and senior citizens who 
may no longer be able to go out 
in public to shop. 


Senior citizens 

Through an additional grant 
from the Worcester Communi- 
ty Foundation, the QVCDC has 
expanded its existing program 
to help Hardwick seniors with 
errands to Warren and Ware. 
All workers through them 
have had criminal background 
checks and can do chores such 
as picking up groceries and 
prescriptions or other simple 
tasks, which have become so 
difficult during the COVID-19 
circumstances. Those who need 
help should call the QVCDC at 
413-967-3001. QVCDC _ Exec- 


Please see QVEDC, page 6 





Substance use 
meeting goes online 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


REGION — The Quabo- 
ag Hills Substance Use Alli- 
ance members met through 
Zoom Monday morning, 
sharing updates on Baystate 
Health, the Drug Addiction 
Response Team, or DART, 
recovery meetings and a pro- 
posed peer recovery center 
for Ware. 

Leah Bradley, director of 
Baystate Health’s behavior- 
al health division and based 
at Wing Hospital, said Bay- 
state Health’s daily census of 
COVID-19 patients, includ- 
ing the very ill and moderate- 
ly ill, had been at about 160 
to 170 a day for the last sever- 
al days. She said this seemed 
to show a leveling off at least 


for the past few days. 

“This is good news, it 
sounds like were plateau- 
ing,’ she said about the sys- 
tem-wide census. 

She said Wing Hospi- 
tal has two 11-bed units for 
COVID-19 patients, one of 
which was the old emergency 
room. 

Bradley said if patients 
believe they have COVID-19 
symptoms, they should first 
call their primary care pro- 
vider, and they should not 
just head to the emergen- 
cy room. She said doctors 
would send patients they be- 
lieved might have COVID-19 
to testing sites. 

Baystate has also been 
able to make sure all employ- 


Please see ONLINE, page 12 





Additional measures in effort to reduce crowding at state parks 


Efforts will promote 
social distancing to aid 
in the prevention of 
spreading COVID-19 


REGION — In an ef- 
fort to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, the Baker-Poli- 
to Administration today an- 
nounced several new measures 
throughout the state parks 
system ahead of the upcom- 
ing holiday weekend. The De- 
partment of Conservation and 


Recreation (DCR) will work to 
reduce parking capacity at state 
park properties statewide start- 
ing Saturday, April 11, which 
will continue indefinitely. 

Importantly, the measures 
will reduce close contact of 
park users, and aid in the re- 
duction of large concentrations 
of people on adjacent side- 
walks and paths. 

Locally this means there 1s 
currently no vehicular access 
to Quabbin Park. There is ex- 
tremely limited parking 1s avail- 
able at the east entrance. Peo- 


ple are asked not to park along 
Route 9 and consider other 
locations if this small parking 
area is full, according to the 
Massachusetts DCR website. 
The Quabbin Visitor Center 
is closed to aid in the preven- 
tion of spreading COVID-19. 
DCR is also postponing 
the start of shoreline fishing 
at Quabbin Reservoir and the 
opening of the Quabbin Boat 
Launch Areas until Sat. May 9. 
DCR continues to stress 
that if a park 1s crowded, visi- 
tors should visit a different lo- 


cation or return at a later date 
or time. 

While visiting state park 
properties, the public should 
visit locations that are located 
near their homes, limit their 
excursions to short periods of 
time, and only participate in 
recreational activities that are 
transitory in nature, such as 
walking, jogging and biking. 

This will allow access to the 
outdoors while continuing to 
ensure social distancing to limit 
the spread of COVID-19. 

The state parks system has 


over 450,000 acres of property, 
and every region of the state 
contains multiple parks to ex- 
plore that may be less busy 
than others in the area. DCR 
also advises visitors of state 
parks to stay within solitary 
or small groups, avoid gath- 
erings of ten or more people, 
participate in only non-contact 
recreational activities, practice 
healthy personal hygiene, such 
as handwashing for at least 20 
seconds, and, stay home if ill, 


Please see PARKS page 6 
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We would love to give 
you or your kids a fun 


little project each week. 


Find TURLEY (the turtle) our new mascot 
within the paper. Have fun and count how 
many times you find Turley. 

Email your results along with your name, 
town and turtle count from 
what paper to ekennedy@turley.com. 
We will post your name and count in the 
following weeks paper. 


Correct answers will be submitted for a monthly 


drawing and a chance to win a prize. 


Follow Turley on oS) @TurleytheTurtle 
Turley the turtle is sponsored by 







DONNIE BERTHIAUME 


5th Worcester District 
MA House of Representatives 
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ng WATERFRONT DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY 
308 EAST MAIN STREET, EAST BROOKFIELD 
Friday 774-449-8333 





www.308lakeside.com 
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community 
Calling all students and teachers 


The Quaboag Current 1s calling all children — every- 
one under 18 — to send us artwork, essays and photos. 
If enough children send pieces on it’s possible we could 
have a whole issued devoted to them. Please include 
full names on all submissions so we can give proper 
credit to the creator. Also, if photos are submitted 


please identify the people in the photos. Parents,the if 
you could forward them to us it would be appreciated. 
We're also asking teachers to send essays, artwork 
or photos describing what it’s like for them being home 
and educating students from afar. 
Please send all emails to ekennedy@turley.com. 





WBES announces first trimester honors 


Grade 5 

HONORS: Addison Booth, Fiona Bruni, Trace 
Carrington, Megan Clark, Nico Fazzuoli, Scott Gar- 
rand, Carly Goodwin, Lexi Kelly, Maximus Knapp, 
Emma Landine, Katie Manzaro, Eric Neely, Leo 
Paquette, Connor Peet, Olivia Peterson, Maxwell Pod- 
kowka, Emmaly Waugh, Connor Yurkunas 

HIGH HONORS: Sean Allen, Sierra Brote, Hunt- 
er Dodson, Brielle Gerulaitis, Riley Gray, Jackson 
Kostantin, Kadence Martin, Persephone Piermarini, 
Caden Prinsen 


Grade 6 

HONORS: Michael Atkins, Jaylin Bailey, Cody 
Brown, Adam Convery, Anthony Ducasse, Chelsea 
Duszlak, Sarah Girard, Mia Letendre, Gianni Manza- 
ro, Nathan Mathieson, Jack Stevens Eric Snay 

HIGH HONORS: Trevor Bigda, Shelby Bridges, 
Connor Burgess, Brooke Buzzell, Kenadi Chenevert, 
Greigh Cloward, Emma Dion, Brady Guimond, 
Landon Hogan, Evangeline Iwaniec, Morgan Lakota, 
Gabriel Moberg, Olive Moulton, Ava Ostrout, Made- 
line Potvin, Ashton Winders 





WBES announces second trimester honors 


Grade 5 

HONORS: Addison Booth, Fiona Bruni, Trace 
Carrington, Andrew Chisholm, Riley Gray, Lexi Kel- 
ly, Maximus Knapp, Emma Landine, Aubrey Lewis, 
Katie Manzaro, Patrick Needham, Sophia Paolucci, 
Connor Peet, Maxwell Podkowka, Caden Prinsen, 
Landon Richardson, Lillian Sturgis, Emmaly Waugh, 
Connor Yurkunas 

HIGH HONORS: Sean Allen, Sierra Brote, Hunt- 
er Dodson, Nico Fazzuoli, Brielle Gerulaitis, Carly 
Goodwin, Jackson Kostantin, Kadence Martin, Leo 
Paquette, Olivia Peterson, Persephone Piermarini 


Grade 6 

HONORS: Michael Atkins, Jaylin Bailey, Shelby 
Bridges, Sarah Girard, Grace Lamoureux, Mia Leten- 
dre, Eric Snay, Jack Stevens, Ashton Winders, Brook 
Worthington 

HIGH HONORS: Trevor Bigda, Connor Burgess, 
Brooke Buzzell, Kenadi Chenevert, Greigh Cloward, 
Emma Dion, Brady Guimond, Landon Hogan, Evan- 
geline Iwaniec, Morgan Lakota, Gianni Manzaro, Ga- 
briel Moberg, Olive Moulton, Ava Ostrout, Madeline 
Potvin 





St. Aloysius Catholic School releases honor roll 


GILBERTVILLE — St. Aloysius Catholic School 
released its second trimester honor roll. 
HIGH HONORS: Anthony Adams, Eden Fanelli, 
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Call 413-436-5885 


Find Our 
Menu Online 


or on Facebook 


Fa Find us on 
Facebook 
Open 7 Days 
11 - Close 


Hannah Fanelli, Lucas Skoczylas 
HONORS: Alex Adams, Madison Clough, An- 
drew Letendre, Mary Kate Pacek, Alex St. Jacques 


Turley the turtle count 


In the Quaboag Current issue of April 10, there were 8 Turley the 
Turtles. Adam Lauzon, 6, of Brookfield, counted there were 8. 
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Focuses on pets in dire need 


EAST BROOKFIELD — COVID-19 may have 
forced Second Chance Animal Services to reschedule 
their annual dinner auction to Oct. 3, but the non- 
profit will not let the postponement interfere with the 
important work of serving pets that need help right 
now. Pets will continue to need medical care and 
emergencies will happen, Second Chance continues to 
care for pets with urgent medical needs at their three 
Community Veterinary Hospitals. 

“For 20 years, the annual dinner auction has pro- 
vided major funding for all the Second Chance pro- 
grams that help pets in need,” said Second Chance 
CEO Sheryl Blancato. “Right now, the need is great. 
All three of our vet hospitals are seeing a dramatic 
increase in pets needing urgent medical care. We need 
to be here for all these pets.” 

To conserve surgical supplies, all non-essential sur- 
geries have been rescheduled and they are directing 
all emergency surgeries to the North Brookfield vet 
hospital, which has an increased surgical capacity and 
an advanced care unit for critical patients. Additional 
safeguards have been put in place to protect the staff 
and pet owners so they can remain open and caring 
for those in need. 

According to the nonprofit’s Facebook page, on 
a recent day two very sick dogs arrived at Second 
Chance’s Springfield hospital within an hour of each 
other, both requiring emergency surgery. Both pa- 
tients’ care was transferred to the North Brookfield 
hospital where medical staff worked well into the 
night, saving both their lives. 

“We are touched by the support of pet owners who 
are grateful we’ve been able to stay open with precau- 
tions in place.” Second Chance hospital staff bring 
pets into the hospital and while pet owners talk to the 
doctors from the safety of their cars. “At our Worces- 
ter hospital, one pet owner stashed homemade masks 
and a gift card inside their cat’s carrier, along with 
a note thanking Second Chance for “staying open to 
care for everyone’s babies.’” 

Blancato added that she knows times are challeng- 
ing right now for everyone. For those who are able to 
help, donations can be made online at secondchance- 
animals.org/donate, on the Second Chance Facebook 
page or via mail to 111 Young Road, East Brookfield, 
MA 01515. 


0) LOCAL 


IS KNOCKING 


STAFF WRITER 
POSITION 


Turley Publications is seeking an energetic person to fill the 
position of staff writer for two of its weekly publications: the 
Ware River News, which covers Ware, Hardwick and Warren, and 
the Quaboag Current, which covers the Brookfields, Sturbridge 
and New Braintree.This full-time position is based in our Ware 
office at 80 Main St. The successful candidate will have strong 
community journalism skills or the enthusiasm to develop them. 

The staff writer will cover municipal meetings, features 
and general news; essentially everything that unfolds in small 
towns. Assignments will be for both newspapers as well as other 
companywide publications. 


Qualifications should include: 
* Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience 
* Own camera and photography experience preferred 
¢ Enthusiasm for community journalism 
¢ Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced environment 


Please email resume and three writing samples directly to 
Eileen Kennedy Managing Editor at ekennedy@turley.com. 
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Inside Izzy’s carrier were homemade masks and a gift card along with 
a thank you note to Second Chance for remaining open during the 
COVID-19 crisis. 
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Second Chance continues to help pets 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS COURTESY PHOTO 


Second Chance Worcester Community Veterinary patient Izzy visiting 
for an appointment. Second Chance is continuing to care for pets. 
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Time to come 
together 


By Hunter Labier 
Guest columnist 


( "stan has put the world at a 
standstill and poured fear onto the 
citizens of the U.S. and other nations 

around the world, drenching them in uncer- 

tainty and immersing them with panic and 
at the same time vigorously wringing out 
common sense and reasonable judgment. 

It is making us rely on our primal instincts 

in a savage and nearly unrecognizable man- 

ner. We take what we think is necessary for 
our survival even if we don’t need it at that 
moment, we don't consider others, we don't 

consider anyone else besides us and our di- 

rect family. 

This is not in the future, this is right now, 
right now stores are out of toilet paper, right 
now store shelves are cleared, right now peo- 
ple are buying masks and gloves not con- 
sidering that it takes away from people who 
need them, right now we are in chaos. We 
aren't in the apocalypse now but an apoca- 
lypse isn’t usually caused by the event, it 1s 
caused by the reaction, the panic, then the 
hell comes. We as a society and as a commu- 
nity must come together. Instead of buying 
face masks to protect yourself, you can fol- 
low the Center for Disease Control’s preven- 
tion’s guide of making face masks that will 
protect you and others, and won't take away 
from healthcare workers and people who 
need them. 

Now it is hard to come together, but when 
things are hard we must work harder. When 
it is difficult to be a community we must be as 
strong as a community as we can. JFK once 
said, “We will go to the moon not because 
it’s easy but because it’s hard.” We went to 
the moon not once but six times with a crew, 
then more with robots and rovers, and one 
day there will be a crewed mission to and 
one day a child that reads this now will go to 
Mars. We went to the moon because we were 
determined to beat the Soviets, now we must 
be determined to beat the coronavirus. 

“We rise by lifting others” Robert Inger- 
soll once said and his words apply now more 
than ever. We rose in World War II, we rose 
after 9/11, we rose after the Boston bomb- 
ings and we will rise now and we must keep 
rising and we must never stop. 

If we all come together now and we help 
others we will be helped in return. If we all 
buy toilet paper only when we need it, then 
we will all have toilet paper. If we don’t buy 
masks and gloves then our chances of be- 
ing treated more effectively are greater and 
fewer people will die. You must individually 
make decisions that will benefit the greater 
good instead of the few, even if we have to 
make sacrifices. Mahatma Gandhi famously 
said “We must be the change we wish to see 
the world.” We must have these words echo 
through our heads. We must not wish for a 
better tomorrow, we must make one. Man- 
kind has worked too hard to give up now, 
we have worked too hard to give up ever. In 
these confusing times, we must ensure that 
our children are educated, we are still stay- 
ing connected and everyone is safe, no mat- 
ter the cost. 

We must put aside our differences and we 
must remember that the lessons of tomor- 
row are best taught today. 


- opinion - 
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Spotlight is on early bloomers 





or years I drove by this par- 
Pitas: house on my way to 

work, and every April I ad- 
mired a “sea” of tiny blue flowers 
growing in the lawn. They literal- 
ly stopped traffic for a few weeks 
each spring then disappeared. 

The tiny blue flower are Sibe- 
rian squill (Scilla siberica). Singu- 
larly they are not much to speak 
of, but when planted en masse, 
they really stand out against the backdrop 
of a green lawn. Each mature bulb produces 
three or four stems of drooping royal blue 
flowers not more than 4” tall. Leaves are 
blade-like, a bit thicker than those of grass, 
blending in nicely with it after flowers fade. 
The bulbs themselves are quite small, so 
planting them is easy. Simply take a trowel 
and stab at the ground, pulling back a bit of 
earth. Sprinkle some well-balanced organic 
fertilizer into the divot and insert the bulb 
pointed side up, two to three inches deep, 
then close the hole. 

Over time, Siberian squill will multiply in 
numbers by offshoots and seed. For a nice 
showing early on, be prepared to plant at 
least a couple of hundred. Remember too, 
that bulb foliage needs to ripen before it 1s 
removed, so hold off on mowing the lawn 





N THE 


GARDEN 





Roberta McQuaid 


until it has yellowed. The lawn 
isn’t the only place where Siberian 
squill are at home- try groupings 
of seven to nine in a perennial 
garden for a splash of early color. 
They look great in my mom’s gar- 
den and return effortlessly year 
after year. 

Another plant at home in the 
perennial garden is the primrose. 
They are plentiful at florist shops 
and nurseries this time of year. With any 
luck you may have even received one as an 
Easter gift. Even though they are usually 
sold in small pots, it’s hard to miss their 
brightly colored flowers poking up through 
basal foliage. They come in almost every 
color of the rainbow. 

Many types of primrose make great gar- 
den plants; check the label to make sure the 
one you purchase is hardy before planting it 
outdoors. I have had a clump of primroses 
blooming for years now that started out as 
a potted plant. After enjoying it indoors, let 
it harden off a bit before planting it in the 
ground; a partly shady spot with moisture 
retentive soil is best. Mom’s garden has a 
number of primroses in it too. 

Typically they need to be divided every 
three years or so, evident by die-out that 
begins in the center of the plant. Simply 
separate a chunk from the outer portion of 
the plant and replant it in rejuvenated soil. 
I prefer to do this early in the season but it 
can also be accomplished right after flower- 
ing has ended. In the heat of the summer, 
and especially in drier soils, the plant can 
look a little yellow and ragged. Keeping it 
well watered helps. 

Expect blooms by the end of this month; 
they look particularly nice alongside late tu- 
lips and daffodils! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, She has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 


This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 


both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 


We will not publish any statements of candidacy 
inside the four weeks from election threshold. To 
publish any other campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow personal attacks against other 
candidates or political parties in statements of can- 
didacy, nor do we publish for free any information 
about key endorsements or political fundraisers. 


Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing specific candidates or 
discussing campaign issues are limited to three 
total per author during the election season. No 
election letters will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines. 
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POLICY 


etters to the ed- 
itor should be 
250 words or 
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By Monica Moran, 
Mary Kociela and JAC Patrissi 
Guest columnists 


or some, home is not a refuge, 
| ee sheltering in place provides 

no shelter. Social distancing is in- 
creasing danger for many who experience 
domestic and sexual violence in their re- 
lationships. Emergency housing is harder 
to find. Advocates can only work with 
survivors by phone. Perpetrators are not 
meeting with probation officers in per- 
son. More than ever, addressing domestic 
and sexual violence depends on all of us. 
We have a five-point plan. It starts where 
we think all our efforts should start — by 
asking people who are abusive to stop 
abusing. 

One: Don’t mistreat or abuse your 
partner. If you are tempted to intimidate 
or hurt your partner, step away from the 
scene and do something to calm down 
that won't put anyone in danger. Then, 
examine your thinking. The stress of 
COVID-19 does not cause you to abuse 
your partner. Beliefs and values cause 
abuse. Safe and healthy relationships 
rely on the belief that you do not have 
the right to mistreat your partner when 
you are angry or stressed out. Take care 
of yourself, challenge your beliefs, and, 
above all, be a safe person. If you need 
help to do this call Proteus at 413-579- 
7570 or contact the National Domestic 
Violence Hotline at 800-799-7233 or 
www.thehotline.org. 

Two: If you have a strong relationship 
with someone who is inclined to mis- 
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treat or abuse their partner, reach out 
to them. Ask them how they are doing 
and be real with them if they talk about 
their partner in a way that worries you. 
Challenge them if they say things like 
‘They had it coming, or ‘What did they 
expect?’ or “Who do they think they are?’ 
It is important they know that you care 
about them and that you do not agree 
with their thinking or behavior. Coach 
them on what to do if they think they 
might hurt their partner, and offer to 
have them call you if they need help. Tell 
them about the resources above. Remind 
them that being a safe partner is the 
foundation of a healthy family life. 
Three: If you think your partner 
might hurt you, make a plan for how 
to stay as safe as possible. Keep your 
phone charged in case you need to call 
911 or reach a friend quickly. If you live 
somewhere rural, test out where on your 
property you have reception in case you 
have to run outside. Tell someone you 
trust you are worried, and come up with 
a safe code word or phrase you can use 
to let them know you need help. Be aware 
of the safest room in the home (not the 
kitchen where there are knives) and 
where there is an easy exit. Have import- 
ant papers, medications, keys, money 
and other important items. at the ready. 
Have the number to a local domestic vio- 
lence services/hotline at the ready. (BHN 
advocate 413-579-2924 (not 24/7 but lo- 
cal), Womansheleter/Companeras 877- 
536-1628 (24/7), YWCA 800-796-8711 
(24/7), Safe Link 877-785-2020 (24/7) or 
if you can only text or chat text LOVEIS 


to 2252 or contact www.thehotline.org. 
If you have kids, think through how you 
want to handle it depending on their age. 
What should they do if something hap- 
pens? Who can they call? Is it safe to talk 
to them about emergency plans? 

Four: If you know someone who 
is at risk of being hurt, reach out with 
support and help. Tell them you are wor- 
ried, but don’t push. Listen, be support- 
ive, and don’t judge. You'll want them 
to feel like calling you back. Remind 
them of their strengths and what you 
love about them. If they tell you about 
being mistreated, assaulted or abused, 
remind them it is not their fault. Don’t 
trash talk their partner, but do talk to 
them about staying safe, and offer to 
help them plan for safety. Think of what 
they might need and think about what 
help you can offer. Can you read to their 
kids over Facetime every day at 7 p.m. 
to give them a scheduled break? Can 
you drop off groceries or supplies or gift 
cards? Can you offer money through a 
cash app? Can you be part of their safe- 
ty plan? Make sure they know about the 
services listed above. 

Five: If you hear people talk 
about how the stress and isolation of 
COVID-19 is causing more domestic 
and sexual violence, use the opportuni- 
ty to gently introduce and discuss the 
real cause of abuse. It makes sense that 
caring people might think stress could 
make someone abusive. And if some- 
one is already abusive, stress might in- 
tensify their abuse. But stress does not 
cause abuse. Many kind people endure 
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extreme stress and never hurt anyone. 
Abuse is caused by what author JAC 
Patrissi calls abusive values. Consciously 
or unconsciously, people who are abu- 
sive believe they are superior to their 
partner, and believe that if their partner 
challenges them or makes them uncom- 
fortable, they have the right to harm 
their partner. They believe they are not 
accountable to their partner, that their 
partner should be grateful for what- 
ever they get, and that their partner’s 
Opinions and perspectives don’t matter 
as much as their own. Reducing stress 
alone will never end domestic violence. 
To do that, we need to do something 
bigger — we need to change the under- 
lying values that cause abuse. We can 
value safety instead. We can value each 
other as equals. 

Like so many, we are deeply wor- 
ried about domestic violence during 
COVID-19. But in our good moments, 
we are also hopeful that we will come 
out of this better equipped to end do- 
mestic violence the only way it will every 
really end — with all of us involved. 

Monica Moran is coordinator of the 
Ware River Valley Domestic Violence 
Task Force, Mary Kociela, is director of 
Domestic and Sexual Violence Programs 
for the Northwestern District Attorney's 
Office, and JAC Patrissi is founder and 
director of Growing a New Heart. For 
more information about the Task Force 
email wrvdvtaskforce@gmail.com, call 
the Task Force Community Input line at 
413-758-0605 or visit us on Facebook or 
at www. waredvtaskforce. org. 





Why are our Medicare premiums different? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


ear Rusty: What is the Medicare 
[ eons payment based on? I 

pay $139.60, my husband pays 
$144.60, a friend pays $136.60. I receive 
$388 per month in Social Security, my 
husband receives $1,200, and my friend 
receives $1,000 per month. There seems to 
be no rhyme or reason for the amount we 
pay. Signed: Curious to Know 

Dear Curious: It may not seem so, but 
there is actually “rhyme or reason” to the 
amount of everyone’s Medicare premi- 
um. I'll try to explain. 

Each year Medicare determines a 
standard premium amount for Part B 
— coverage for doctors and other outpa- 
tient services. For 2020, the standard pre- 
mium is $144.60; last year it was $135.50. 
Higher earners may even pay more, as 
a supplemental amount is added to the 
base Part B premium if someone’s 1n- 
come exceeds certain high clip levels set 
by Medicare. In short, those with high 
income pay a higher (than standard) 
Medicare premium. The rest of us pay 
the base $144.60 amount, unless the 
“hold harmless” provision is in play. 

The “hold harmless” provision is a 


law passed by Congress to prevent So- 
cial Security benefit payments from de- 
creasing as a result of an increase in the 
Medicare premium (most Medicare pre- 
miums are deducted from Social Security 
benefit payments). The disparity in pre- 
miums you refer to results from the hold 
harmless provision, which also permits 
all or part of a Social Security cost of 
living adjustment (COLA) to be applied 
to your Medicare premium increase, in- 
stead of going to you. 

Here’s what can happen: If the Medi- 
care premium goes up in any year, some 
(or all) of your annual Social Security 
COLA increase can be used to pay for 
your monthly Medicare premium in- 
crease. But, if the COLA increase to your 
Social Security benefit isn’t big enough 
to cover the entire Medicare premium 
increase, your net benefit stays the same 
and your Medicare premium amount 
becomes whatever level your COLA in- 
crease brings it to (up to the base premi- 
um for that year). That means that your 
Medicare premium could be lower than 
the standard Medicare Part B premium 
for the year. 

Since the dollar value of a COLA 
increase varies according to the size of 
your Social Security benefit, those with 


a higher benefit may recetve a COLA 
increase which more than covers the 
Medicare premium increase and the re- 
mainder is given as additional Social 
Security benefit. But those with a lower 
benefit will get a smaller COLA, which 
may not be enough to cover the increase 
in the Medicare premium. In that event, 
the Social Security benefit stays the 
same and the COLA is used to bring the 
Medicare premium up to, or closer to, 
the base premium amount. If the COLA 
doesn’t cover the entire Medicare pre- 
mium increase, the premium stays at a 
lower-than-base number. And this recurs 
every year, which results in many people, 
especially those with a smaller Social Se- 
curity benefit amount, paying a different 
(smaller than base) Medicare premium 
amount. 

Here’s an example: If your husband’s 
Social Security benefit is $1,200/month, 
he got a $19.20 COLA increase for 2020 
(1.6 percent). The Medicare premium for 
2020 went up by $9.10, which was taken 
from his COLA increase. The remaining 
$10.10 of his COLA increase was added 
to his SS benefit amount 

If your benefit is $388 your COLA 
increase was $6.20 (1.6 percent). That 
$6.20 COLA wasn’t enough to cover the 


$9.10 Medicare premium increase, but 
it was applied to your previous Medi- 
care premium amount to bring you to a 
Medicare premium of $139.60. Your net 
Social Security payment stayed the same 
because your current benefit cannot be 
used to pay for the rest of the premium 
increase. But $5 of any COLA increase 
you get next year will go toward bringing 
you up to the base Medicare premium 
amount. While this may not fit your idea 
of “rhyme or reason” it is, nevertheless, 
based upon a well-intentioned “hold 
harmless” rule which protects your So- 
cial Security benefit from decreasing. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpretations of the 
AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National Social Secu- 
rity Association. NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmen- 
tal entity. To submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/programs/ 
social-security-advisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advi- 
sor for AMAC. 





What makes a successful politician? 


By Lee H. Hamilton 
Guest columnist 


ne of the intriguing features of 
(): coronavirus pandemic 1s how 
sharply it has illuminated the 1m- 
portance of effective political leadership. 
Wherever we stand on the political spec- 
trum, we're looking to elected officials to 
help steer us through this crisis. 
While I don’t want to talk about spe- 
cific politicians, a lifetime in politics has 
given me a sense of what makes a good 


one — as a policy maker, that is, rather 
than a candidate. One of the ironies of 
our system is that the skills and attri- 
butes that put someone in office are usu- 
ally not the skills needed for success once 
they’re there. Yet as a nation we depend 
on politicians’ abilities in office to move 
us forward. 

For starters, I think the most suc- 
cessful politicians have integrity. When 
youre interacting with many others to 
deal with complex and difficult public 
policy issues, it’s hugely important that 


you can trust someone’s word. Most of 
the politicians I’ve met stay true to what 
they tell you. They recognize the need to 
work with others and know that trust 
matters. 

For the same reason, they tend to be 
skillful at working with all sorts of peo- 
ple. Sizing others up accurately — not 
just whether they’re trustworthy, but the 
skills and strengths they might bring to 
a given policy or organizing effort — is 
vital. So is not rushing to make quick 
judgments, but instead letting others 


show through their actions what they 
can accomplish. Many good politicians 
are quite tolerant — they know people 
make mistakes or errors of judgment, 
and that nobody has a monopoly on the 
truth or performs flawlessly. 

The best politicians I’ve met — Bill 
Clinton comes to mind — also have a way 
of charming people who don’t agree with 
them. I was in a room once with Clinton 
and a group of people whom he knew 
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BROOK FIELD — Lisa Caron with 
EXIT Real Estate Executives has been 
awarded the nationally recognized 
Military Relocation Professional Cer- 
tification. The National Association 
of Realtors awards the MRP certifi- 
cation to Realtors who help military 
personnel, veterans and their families 
find housing that lets them make the 
best use of their benefits and serves the 
unique needs of military life. 

When military staff and their fami- 
lies relocate, the services of a real estate 
professional who understands their 
needs and timetables can make the 
transfer easier, faster and less stressful. 
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Lisa Caron earns NAR’s Military Relocation Professional Certification 


Realtors who earn this certification 
know to work with active duty military 
buyers and sellers, as well as veterans. 
“Service members may only have a 
couple of days to view properties and 
make an offer, and others might be de- 
ployed at the time and need someone 
who can represent them while they’re 
away. Working with a Realtor who un- 
derstands the singular complications 
that arise with military service can help 
make the home buying process simpler, 
faster and less stressful,”’said Nation- 
al Association of Realtors President 
Tom Salomone, broker-owner of Real 
Estate II Inc., in Coral Springs, Flori- 


da. “The MRP certification lets home 
buyers and sellers know that a Real- 
tor knows the ins and outs of military 
housing benefits, such as zero-down 
payment loans, and the specific needs 
service members and veterans have 
when searching for their new home.” 
The certification provides NAR’s 
members with resources to accom- 
modate current and former military 
service members at any stage of their 
military career and is an approved elec- 
tive for NAR’s Accredited Buyers Rep- 
resentative designation. To earn the 
MRP certification, Realtors must be 
in good standing with NAR; complete 


the MRP Certification Core Course; 
complete a reading providing back- 
ground information on the military, 
included acronyms and understanding 
military culture; and complete two we- 
binars. 

EXIT is a proven real estate busi- 
ness model that has to-date paid out 
more than $460 million in single-level 
residual income to its associates across 
the U.S. and Canada. For more infor- 
mation, please visit www.exitrealty. 
com. 

For more information about the 
MRP certification, visit www.mili- 
taryrelocationpro.org. 





Quaboag Valley CDC receives grant in 


WARE -— In response to the corona- 
virus public health crisis, The Health 
Foundation of Central Massachusetts 
has expedited $371,000 in supplemental 
funding to 27 nonprofits serving Central 
Massachusetts, and Ware-based Quabo- 
ag Valley CDC was one of the nonprof- 
its to receive funding. 

“The Board of the Foundation 
devised a three-pronged strategy for 
helping area nonprofits in response to 
coronavirus. The top priority to bol- 
ster current grantees’ projects and to 
address special circumstances has been 
accomplished with this distribution of 


supplemental funding,’ said Jan Yost, 
president of the Foundation. The Foun- 
dation’s Activation Fund remains open, 
with Letters of Intent due April 30. Fur- 
ther allocations to address gaps and the 
long-term impact of coronavirus will 
be informed by government and private 
funding and determined in the months 
ahead, she explained. 

The Foundation was established in 
1999 with the proceeds from the sale 
of Central Massachusetts Health Care, 
Inc., a physician-initiated, nonprofit 
HMO. The Foundation currently has 
assets of approximately $67 million and 





response to crisis 


has awarded grants totaling over $44 
million. 
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PARKS from page 1 


over 70, and/or part of a vulnerable 
population. 

For further information of the 
measures that the department has 
taken to aid in the prevention of 
spreading COVID-19, please visit the 
agencys Massachusetts State Parks 
COVID-19 Updates webpage. Pri- 
or to visiting a state parks property, 
members of the public should review 
the contents of the webpage. For 
information about the Baker-Poli- 
to Administration’s ongoing efforts 
HYPERLINK = “https://www.mass. 
gov/resource/information-on-the-out- 
break-of-coronavirus- 





Baystate Health sets up equipment donation hotline, seeking N95 surgical masks 


SPRINGFIELD — The phone hasn't 
stopped ringing since Adam Quenneville 
recently put out an A.P.B. to local con- 
tractors to donate new N95 surgical res- 
pirator masks with NIOSH on the label- 
ing to Baystate Health. Contractor calls 
and calls from other sources prompted 
Baystate Health to set up a donations 
hotline so it can review the calls to deter- 


mine whether the supplies that are donat- 
ed can be used by clinicians and how to 
drop them off. 

“Our brotherhood of contractors 1s 
really coming together to get this done,” 
said Adam Quenneville, organizer of 
the drive.“Contractors from all over are 
reaching out to me directly. I am refer- 
ring them to the new number at Baystate 


Health where they can learn if their do- 
nations can be used by staff and how to 
get their donations to the hospital. We 
still need more N95 masks. Let’s keep it 
coming! Thank you and be well.” 

She is coordinating the donation pro- 
cess to keep it safe and organized. N95 
respirator masks with NIOSH imprint- 
ed on the labeling are designed to pro- 


tect against particulate matter such as 
dust, fumes, mists, aerosols and smoke 
particulates. They are effective against 
biological particles such as pollen, mold 
spores, bacteria, viruses, animal dander 
and allergens, and aerosolized droplets 
invisible to the naked eye. To make a 
donation Phone: 413-794-2025, or email 
covid19PPE@baystatehealth.org. 
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disliked him. He was affable, engag- 
ing, listened carefully to what they had 
to say; you would never have guessed 
he had any idea what they thought of 
him. Walking out with them afterward, 
I asked what they thought. They all re- 
sponded, “I still have disagreements with 
him, but what a nice fellow!” 

I’ve been impressed over the years by 
the energy and drive to get things done 
that good politicians bring to their work. 
When I talk with people who want to get 
into politics, I usually open the conver- 
sation with two questions: What’s your 
energy level? And what’s your spouse or 
partner think about it? Both are critical- 


ly important, because as all-consuming 
as a campaign might be, serving in office 
is even more So, especially if youre a pol- 
itician who wants to accomplish change. 
An unsupportive spouse or partner 
spells problems down the road. 

At the same time, accomplished poli- 
ticians know how to rein in their enthu- 
siasm and zeal. They practice patience 
and perseverance and prepare for the 
long haul, because they understand that 
controversial things don’t get easily done 
in our system. They believe that facts 
matter, because they’re the starting point 
for any productive negotiation. And 
they're very good at managing their time 
efficiently. 

Good politicians are able to put aside 


partisan differences when necessary and 
work for the common good. They do 
not see someone they disagree with as 
the enemy. 

One of the intriguing things about 
good politicians is that they don’t just 
want to serve their country and com- 
munities, they also know how to check 
their egos at the door and act with ap- 
parent humility — even when, as is often 
the case, their egos are quite healthy. I 
remember when Tip O’Neill was speak- 
er of the House, he’d make sure to let 
other House members bask in the glow 
of accomplishment as often as possible. 
When legislation passed, he’d congratu- 
late everybody involved — he knew what 
each of us had done to move the ball 


forward — and youd walk out of there 
thinking he’d had nothing to do with it 
at all, even if he’d orchestrated the whole 
thing. 

I'll be candid: No politician combines 
all these traits. But it can’t hurt to keep 
the ideal in front of us and know what 
the politicians we elect should strive to 
be. 

Lee Hamilton is a senior advisor for 
the Indiana University Center on Repre- 
sentative Government; a Distinguished 
Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar School 
of Global and International Studies; and 
a Professor of Practice at the IU O'Neill 
School of Public and Environmental Af- 
fairs. He was a member of the U.S. House 
of Representatives for 34 years. 
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utive Director Sheila Cuddy and Loan 
Coordinator Melissa Fales advises peo- 
ple to let the phone ring as they are not 
a big agency and they are spread out at 
their homes. If seniors leave a message, 
it will be returned, they said. 


Small business help 
For small businesses, the rapid re- 
sponse loan program 1s available, which 
offers $15,000 per business, and QVCDC 
workers can help business people apply 
for the loans. Business people will need 
to provide their 2018 business taxes, or 
their 2019 taxes if they’ve been filed, a 
personal financial statement from each 
principle, credit report authorization, 
USDA debarment form, personal taxes 
and the application form, but QVCDC 

will help with the application. 
The program offers no interest or 
payment for the first six months of the 
loan, low interest for the following six 


months at 3 percent and the length of 
the loan is on a case-by-case basis. 

QVCDC can also help business peo- 
ple put together the necessary paper- 
work for Small Business Administration 
statewide disaster loans for businesses 
suffering substantial economic injury 
due to the circumstances around the 
COVID-19. Applicants can apply online 
at https://disasterloan.sba.gov/elaand 
call the SBA’s customer service center at 
800-659-2955 or email disastercustom- 
erservice@sba. gov. 

The deadline to apply for an Eco- 
nomic Injury Disaster Loan is Dec. 18. 

The $2 billion stimulus bill recently 
passed and signed into law by President 
Donald Trump includes payroll protec- 
tion loans for companies with 500 or 
fewer employees. It provides $10 billion 
worth of grants up to $10,000 to provide 
emergency funds to small businesses to 
cover immediate operating costs. 

There is also $350 billion for the 
Small Business Administration to pro- 


vide businesses with up to $10 million 
each, which can be used to cover payroll, 
rent, mortgage payments and existing 
debt. If workers stay employed through 
June, these loans could be forgiven. 

There is also $17 billion to cover six 
months of payments for those business- 
es that already have SBA loans. 

QVCDC employees can advise busi- 
nesses as they pull together their appli- 
cations for those programs. 

The Education to Employment, or 
E2E Center, on Main Street in Ware 
is closed to the public, but Holyoke 
Community College’s Job Placement 
Assistant, Ann Rocchi, is available re- 
motely to help people with job searches, 
resumes and cover letters. An appoint- 
ment for a remote meeting can be made 
by calling her at 413-552-2929 or by 
email at arocchi@hcc.edu. 


Rides 
The Quaboag Connector, which pro- 
vides van rides to low-income riders at 


$2 each way, for a $4 roundtrip,, is still 
serving local residents in the Quaboag 
Hills area. taking folks to the grocery, 
bank drive-ins, work and other loca- 
tions. They are taking precautions with 
frequent cleaning of the vans. 

The towns served are Belchertown, 
Brookfield, East Brookfield, West 
Brookfield, Hardwick, Palmer, Mon- 
son, Ware and Warren. 

It is open from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 
during the week. The number to get a 
ride, which must be lined up two busi- 
ness days in advance, is 413-544-3401. 

“We urge people get in touch, we may 
not have an answer immediately for you 
on every issue, but we'll get it for you,” 
said Melissa Fales, one of the nonprof- 
it’s loan coordinators. “We may not 
answer immediately, but leave a good, 
clear message and we will return your 
call as soon as possible.” 

For more information about the 
QVCDC or its programs, to to www. 
qvcdc.org. 


SPRINGFIELD — With the recent 
extension of school and daycare clo- 
sures during the coronavirus pandem- 
ic, parents may be seeking additional 
ideas to ensure their children are con- 
tinuing to learn and develop, while 
also fitting in much needed time for 
play, expression and physical activi- 
ties. 

“There are many ways to approach 
the plan for how to support kids while 
they aren’t attending daycare or school 
in a traditional way. Parents know 
their children best and there isn’t nec- 
essarily a ‘one size fits all’ plan that will 
work for every child and family,” said 
Jessica Hagerman, child life specialist 
and manager of Child Life & Healing 
Arts at Baystate Children’s Hospital. 

“It’s helpful to consider all of the 
aspects that make a child who they are, 
including their age, development, ed- 
ucational needs, learning style, inter- 
ests, energy level, and ability to focus. 
These may all contribute towards fig- 
uring out the best plan that will meet 
their needs,” she said. 

Parents may want to consider cre- 
ating a routine for some sense of nor- 
malcy and to keep the environment 
somewhat predictable during these 
very unpredictable times. 

“Children may feel a lack of control 
with all that’s going on around them, 
so it’s also a great idea to include them 
in some of the decision-making, and 
to give choices about activities and 
plans when appropriate. Staying con- 
nected with their school to understand 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | 


- community - 


Keeping kids engaged and happy during outbreak 


what resources may be available and 
their requirements for keeping up 
with academics should certainly be a 
part of the plan, but this may also be 
a great time to create some extra fun, 
memorable experiences in hopes that 
children as well as parents will look 
back on this time in a positive way,” 
said Hagerman. 

There are so many great online re- 
sources available to families with ideas 
for games, activities and suggestions 
to keep children occupied and learning 
during this social isolation period and 
beyond, noted the child life specialist. 

“A simple search will bring up a 
wealth of resources and ideas. We also 
encourage families to find a healthy 
balance between screen time and 
screen-free activities. While there 1s 
so much to do and learn in the digital 
world, moderation is important to en- 
sure children are also still engaging in 
other activities to support their overall 
development. When children are ac- 
tively playing and creatively engaging 
in their environment, it can support 
their development in incredibly posi- 
tive ways,’ said Hagerman. 

She noted this is not an easy time 
for some parents, many of whom may 
be juggling being home with their chil- 
dren while still trying to work from 
home, or who may be trying to coor- 
dinate the many aspects of life that are 
affected by this pandemic. 

“Sometimes screen-time may be 
the one thing that keeps your child 
content while you sign into that con- 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community 
features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well 
as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the issue’s 
relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we should 
always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate the fabric 
of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding for 


this paid staff coverage. 


For more information on news or community features for the Quaboag Current/The Town 


Common, please email ekennedy@turley.com. 
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If you are a non-profit please send us your events to add to 
our calendar section at no charge to your organization. 


We want to help you get the word out to the community on 
what you are doing and when you are doing It. 


WE WANT YOU TO BE SUCCESSFUL! 


If your event needs more attention, please consider running 
an advertisement in your community paper, call today 413-283-8393. 
Please let us know you are a non-protit, so we can better Serve you. 


13 Weekly Newspapers » www.newspapers.turley.com 


ference call. Being aware of what your 
kids are accessing when they are on 
the screen can make all the difference,” 
said Hagerman. 

She also encourages fresh air and 
exercise and notes that social isolation 
doesn’t have to mean staying inside, 
but that it does mean that you should 
be responsible when you are outside. 

“Avoiding public playgrounds and 
‘high touch’ areas like climbing struc- 
tures, or places where others may con- 
gregate, is really important for health 
and safety during this pandemic. If 
you don’t have a yard or an isolated 
outdoor space to play, going for walks 
or riding bikes in areas where you can 
keep a safe distance from anyone other 
than those you live with 1s a good way 
to still get out and moving. It’s a good 
idea to be prepared with hand-wipes 
or sanitizer for any little hands that 
like to touch everything,” said Hager- 
man. 

Other outdoor activity ideas may 
include: creating a chalk obstacle 
course, treasure hunts, hula-hoop rac- 
es, planting a garden, having a picnic 
or blowing bubbles. More details for 
how to do these are only an internet 
search away, she said. 

For indoor activities, there are al- 
ways the classics like board games, 
card games, puzzles, arts and crafts 
and movie nights. 

“You may also have some home 1m- 
provement projects around the house 
for kids who are old enough to help. 
This may be a great time to clean out 
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that old toy chest, sort through your 
bookshelf, organize the Tupperware 
drawer, or put away winter clothes,” 
said Hagerman. 

She said now may also be a great 
time to create a family time capsule. 
You can download a free copy of “My 
COVID-19 Time Capsule” created by 
Natalie Long of Long Creations at 
http://letsembark.ca/time-capsule. 

“Tn five, ten or 20 years from now, 
you can look back at how you and 
your family made it through all of the 
COVID-19 changes,” said Hagerman. 

“Also, if you haven't already joined 
the slime craze, we suggest trying the 
‘Baystate Slime’ recipe. This one is a 
favorite around our pediatric unit,” 
she said. 

The recipe: 5 oz. school glue, '% 
tbsp of baking soda, 2 tbsp. of con- 
tact solution, add a small amount of 
food coloring or acrylic paint for col- 
or. Consider adding shaving cream for 
“fluffly slime” and experimenting with 
adding small items like beads, glitter 
or other trinkets to provide texture. 

The Baystate Children’s Hospital 
child life specialist offers the following 
websites for some 

additional experiences to consider: 

https://www. weareteachers.com/ 
best-virtual-field-trips/ 

https://www.kennedy-center. org/ed- 
ucation/mo-willems 

tps://mommypoppins.com/ 
kids/S50-easy-science-experi- 
ments-for-kids-fun-educational-activ- 
itles-using- 


—- BEING A -= 
MATTERS, 
NOW MORE THAN EVER. 


AND WE'VE LEARNED A LOT LATELY 
ABOUT WHAT THAT MEANS. 


Checking in on a friend doesn't always mean visiting. 
Lending a hand might mean washing yours. 
Most importantly, we've been reminded of the strength 
and resilience within our community. 


As a community bank, we’re pledging to support those 
around us in new ways. If you find yourself experiencing 
financial difficulties due to COVID-19, please reach out 
to our Customer Care Center at 800-322-8233, or visit 
countrybank.com/COVID19 for more information. 


Even though our doors have temporarily closed, we're 
still here with arms wide open (figuratively, of course). 


-YOUR FRIENDS AT COUNTRY BANK 


yicountrybank 
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PVIAC preparing for 
possible spring season 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 


REGION — With the Mas- 
sachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association’s Board 
of Directors and the Tourna- 
ment Management Commit- 
tee highly engaged in remote 
meetings on a weekly basis 
trying to make decisions on 
the spring season, another 
body is getting ready to go just 
in case. 

In the springtime, many 
athletic directors are making 
their schedules for the fall sea- 
son, as high school sports usu- 
ally finalize schedules a season 
in advance. 

But there has been a lot 
of working going on the past 
couple of weeks to establish a 
new schedule for the spring- 
time. 

This schedule would focus 
on using the modified timeline 
and try and to fit in a 12-game 
regular season between May 4 
and June 12. 

The schedule would allow 
teams to play between two 
and three contests per week 
in most team sports. This in- 
cludes: baseball, softball, boys 
lacrosse, girls lacrosse, boys 
tennis, girls tennis, and boys 
volleyball. 

Agawam High School Ath- 
letic Director David Strat- 
ton, a member of the Pioneer 
Valley Interscholastic Ath- 
letic Association’s Executive 
Board, said there was recently 
a meeting of the membership 
to discuss the spring season. 

“It was a really good meet- 
ing,” said Stratton. “We had it 
remotely with about 40 athlet- 
ic directors attending.” 

Stratton said the main 
point of the meeting with the 
PVIAC’s desire to give stu- 


dent-athletes a spring season, 
in some modified form. 

He did not say if fans 
would be allowed at games, as 
of now, but said 1f school does 
resume, a 12-game maximum 
regular season would be the 
goal of the PVIAC. 

“We want to give these kids 
a season if we can,” said Strat- 
ton. “So the athletic directors 
have begun creating schedules, 
which have gone to the league 
and individual sport schedul- 
ers to be finalized.” 

At this point, however, it 
could be all for nothing. De- 
spite that, the athletic direc- 
tors want to be ready in the 
event they are allowed to hold 
sports. 

“Right now, we really don’t 
know,” said Stratton. “This 
entire exercise (making a mod- 
ified schedule) could be a futile 
exercise.” 

Stratton said under the 
current format the MIAA has 
agreed to, spring sports could 
open up on May 4 for practic- 
es with contests able to start 
on May I1. There would be 
five weeks of a regular season, 
down from the usual eight- 
week regular campaign. 

The MIAA and the TMC 
have also agreed there is not 
enough time in the contract 
school year to hold a state 
tournament, so the sectional 
tournaments will be the only 
ones held if the season is able 


to start. 
Gov. Charlie Baker has 
mandated schools remain 


close until May 4. The com- 
monwealth is currently in a 
time period being coined as a 
“surge” for coronavirus cases, 
though there have been nation- 


Please see PVIAC, page 11 
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Thompson named Specialty 
Man of the Year for T-Birds 


SPRINGFIELD - The 
Springfield Thunderbirds are 
proud to announce that Paul 
Thompson has been named 
the team’s winner of the IOA/ 
American Specialty AHL 
Man of the Year award for 
his outstanding contributions 
to the Springfield community 
during the 2019-20 season. 

In his third season as a 
Thunderbird and his second 
as team captain, the New En- 
gland native has continued to 
show his commitment to the 
community beyond the ice 
surface. 

Before the 2019-20 season 
began, Thompson was a regu- 
lar sight at a number of offsea- 
son functions, including the 
Thunderbirds’ Street Hockey 
Tournament, which was born 
following the untimely pass- 
ing of a young local hockey 
player, Alex Blais, two sum- 
mers ago. Thompson also 
gave back to the youth hockey 
community of Western Mass., 
starting and running the Paul 
Thompson Hockey Camp out 
of MassConn United for be- 
ginning hockey players. 

In the month of Novem- 
ber, in advance of the club’s 


second annual Hockey Fights 
Cancer Night, Thompson lent 
his hand to share a deeply 
personal story to aid a cause 
near and dear to his family 
— his cousin Angela’s cancer 
battle and #AngelasArmy ini- 
tiative. Angela’s Army makes 
“care packages” for patients 
undergoing cancer treatment, 
and was born out of Angela’s 
desire to assist other patients, 
providing comfort to them 
even as she was going through 
her own battle. 

In addition to participating 
in a number of team events, 
one that shined through the 
most was during the holiday 
season. Along with teammates 
Ethan Prow, Rob O’Gara and 
Tommy Cross, Thompson led 
a selfless journey to brighten 
the lives of a mother and two 
young children who suddenly 
had to endure the passing of 
their father just weeks before 
the Christmas holiday. The 
captain and his teammates 
spent hundreds of dollars on 
toys and essential items to 
make the family feel special 
during their most trying time. 
The story was documented by 
Western Mass News and can 


be seen: here 

Thompson is now one 
of 31 finalists for the AHL’s 
2019-20 Yanick Dupre Me- 
morial Award, honoring the 
overall IOA/American Spe- 
cialty AHL Man of the Year. 
The league award is named af- 
ter the former Hershey Bears 
forward and AHL All-Star 
who died in 1997 following a 
16-month battle with leuke- 
mia. The winner of the Yan- 
ick Dupre Memorial Award 
will be announced by the 
American Hockey League at 
a later date. 




















SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
Paul Thompson, a member of the 2019-2020 Springfield Thunderbird was recently named I0A/American Specialty AHL Man of 
the Year. 





Kobe Bryant headlines next Basketball Hall of Fame honorees 


SPRINGFIELD — Today on 
ESPN, the Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame an- 
nounced the nine honorees in 
the Class of 2020 presented by 
Fifty-Five South Ventures. The 
Class of 2020 will be enshrined 
in Springfield, Massachusetts, 
the Birthplace of Basketball, 
on Saturday, Aug. 29. 

As previously announced, 
in light of the unique cir- 
cumstance surrounding the 
Class of 2020, the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame Election Process Com- 
mittee suspended the Direct 
Election Categories for one 
year with the exception of 
the International Committee. 


This year’s distinguished class 
includes honorees from the 
North American committee, 
Women’s Committee and In- 
ternational Committee. To be 
elected, North American and 
Women’s Committee finalists 
must receive 18 of 24 votes 
from the Honors Committee 
for election into the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame. 

The Class of 2020 includes: 
18-time NBA All-Star and 
five-time NBA champion 
Kobe Bryant, 15-time NBA 
All-Star and three-time NBA 
Finals MVP Tim Duncan, 15- 
time NBA All-Star and nine- 
time NBA All-Defensive First 


Team selection Kevin Garnett, 
four-time National Coach of 
the Year Eddie Sutton, two- 
time NBA Champion coach 
Rudy Tomjanovich, 10-time 
WNBA AII-Star and four-time 
Olympic gold medalist Tamika 
Catchings, three-tmme NCAA 
National Championship 
Coach of Baylor Kim Mulkey, 
five-time Division II Nation- 
al Coach of the Year Barbara 
Stevens and longtime FIBA 
executive Patrick Baumann. 
“The Class of 2020 is un- 
doubtedly one of the most 
historic of all time and the 
talent and social influence of 
these nine honorees is beyond 
measure,’ said John L. Dole- 


va, President and CEO of the 
Naismith Memorial Basket- 
ball Hall of Fame. “In 2020, 
the basketball community has 
suffered the unimaginable loss 
of iconic figures Commission- 
er David Stern and Kobe Bry- 
ant, as well as the game itself 
due to COVID-19. We have 
also banded together like nev- 
er before in appreciation of 
the game and those who have 
made it the uniting force it 1s 
today. Today we thank the 
Class of 2020 for all they have 
done for the game of basket- 
ball and we look forward to 
celebrating them at Enshrine- 
ment in August.” 

The Class of 2020 En- 


shrinement festivities will be- 
gin at Mohegan Sun on Friday, 
Aug. 28 with the newly for- 
matted Enshrinement Tip-Off 
Celebration and Awards Gala. 
The Class of 2020 and over 50 
returning Hall of Famers will 
then journey to Springfield, 
Mass. for the annual celebra- 
tory events taking place at 
the newly renovated Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame and Springfield Sym- 
phony Hall on the Aug. 29. 
The second day of events in 
Springfield will include a spe- 
cial community-focused Cele- 
bration Day on the Aug. 30. 


Please see BRYANT, page 11 
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WORD SCRAMBLE 


Rearrange the letters to spell 
something pertaining to humor. 


CHEELK 


SUL 


ayyIaH] -AaMsuyy 


Guess Wha? 


| am a singer born in Utah on 

April 12, 1987. In school | was bullied 

for being hyperactive, but don’t 

panic. Later that trait would suit my 
career as a lead singer 
of a pop rock band that is highly 
successful today. 

all) UOpUubDAg /AaMsSUuYy 


Determine the code to reveal the answer! 


Solve the code to discover words related to humor. 
Each number corresponds to a letter. 
(Hint: 20 = O) 


7 19 23 20 25 


Clue: Quality of being amusing 


10 18 19 6 7 


Clue: React to humor 


22 20 13 2 


Clue: Funny tale 


Apawoo ‘q ayol"y ysnn] ‘g sowny ‘y :ssamsuy 


12 20 23 2 3 26 


Clue: Professional entertainment with jokes 


COMEDY WORD SEARCH 


WORDS 


AD-LIB 
BOMB 
BOOKER 
CALLBACK 
CAPPER 
ENTENDRE 
GAG 
HEADLINER 
HUMOR 
IMPROVISATION 
JEST 
JOKE 
LAUGH 
LINEUP 
MICROPHONE 
PARODY 
PERFORM 
ROUTINE 
SATIRE 
SHOWCASE 
SITCOM 
SKETCH 
SLAPSTICK 
STORYLINE 


Hrmazazaoszrtrimrorwxea2amn2ece<eaer 
TrMWHATNOBZuUZAwnwWwWonntsntexzn 
VPUaDWHQCaWBOGUBSKTMAAaAIMonas 
OmMmMAHUPUNUMUe D]ZPr~<cwWmoart 
TMZHMNSFrAOWIAHOATAVHSVA]2 
AocztaAtvseoox<xrtrtsamavnearao 
ODA WOQOAAFPABAOADAHFPFPA2ZA If rw 
AVErMAVIOEONOCUMNUOHFTFH TY 
AOUTDAA SK Ze TtPrTrVIuASsSmMmMraAaqgqaan 
<DASZBSPODNCOHAVVC UMA SrTCwWA 
mOUPDtMrPraegannwnrzoWmwzZzouNsdvo0ooc-=- 
MHDUPrVZa<OMSemMruvZanwyHenyw 
RASZSSVUVUWHWDWONWNKZAUGCcCCIrAWArNM 
Oo<MUBD=Za UOUrrPH IT AMAUMOAr.2Z 
UEnDUTUQOTMNSAMAXQOAHRSTAOBZ AAT 
+ACPrOMNHNAXCAVYAMAWZ2ZVIHK DW 
=—rAHAHWDo<FPZroZrAoOoaAmMxzanrwn 
AC2Zutrra3sAsrtoweooxnowu-xar 
T~mMoanmAVUurFWDWCUurn zn tz~<xwuec 
UPrPUUDUSZEaCMHAWAuUNnmMoZ2oZ2qynryD 


Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards. 


i 
Ea 
a 
LU! 
ES 
= 















answers for the week of 4/8 
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FINANCIAL EDUCATION 


RESOURCES DURING COVID-I9 
#KeepLearningAlive 


Member FDIC | Member DIF 


ANSWERS WILL BE IN NEXT WEEKS PAPERS 


| the sore 20S 


ARIES — Mar 21/Apr 20 

Hang on to a source of real empowerment 
in your career, Aries. It may take willpow- 
er and dedication, but you can make it 
happen when your mind is on the goal. 
TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21 

You can accomplish anything you set 
your mind to, Taurus. This may even 
mean being the boss of yourself with 
self-discipline. Ask friends to help keep 
you stay the course. 

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21 

You have the potential to lay the ground- 
work now for events that will pay 
dividends throughout the next few years, 
Gemini. Get a team of trusted advisors on 
your side. 

CANCER -— Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, while others may be focusing on 
their careers, you understand the impor- 
tance of zeroing in on your relationships 
and love life. Keep those you care about 
close. 

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23 

Work will dominate the week, but make 
sure you advocate for fair treatment while 
you are hard at work, Leo. Check that 
payment is in full and timely. 

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22 

There will be no surprises for you this 
week if you simply stay the course with 
your actions, Virgo. Go about your 
normal routine and things will work out 
just fine. 

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23 

Libra, change things at home so you can 
better care for children or other people in 
your charge. A lot of progress can still be 
made if you redirect your attention. 
SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22 

Scorpio, things may be moving quite 
slowly for you, but that does not mean 
progress has not been made. You'll realize 
after a few weeks how far you've come. 
SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21 
Sagittarius, the last few weeks may have 
come off as humdrum, and that’s proba- 
bly because you didnt take any chances. 
Be more bold in the days to come. 
CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20 
Capricorn, ask yourself how you want 

to see your finances grow. Then you can 
speak with a financial planner and make 
your dreams a reality. 

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18 
Everything that involves you moves up on 
the priority list, Aquarius. Even though 
youre known for putting others first, this 
all needs to change if you are to progress. 
PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20 

Pisces, take some time this week to be 
alone and seek inner peace. During these 
times of contemplation you can focus on 
future plans. 





yicountrybank 


Learn more about remote learning resources at: 
www.countrybank.com/covidl9 





REGION — The Valley Wheel Over- 
30 Baseball League 1s seeking new play- 
ers for the upcoming 2020 season. The 
league is seeking players ages 28 and up. 
Players turning 28 this year are eligible. 
However, only players 30 and older can 
pitch. The league plays 15 regular sea- 
son games with games being held most- 
ly on Sundays with a couple of week- 
day games thrown in the mix as well as 
a special Mother’s Day Saturday game 
in early May. However, due to the cur- 
rent circumstances, the league schedule 
has been pushed back. The league still 
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Valley Wheel looking for players 


plans to play its season once bans on 
gatherings are lifted. The league is built 
on comradery, fair play, and having a 
good time with friends. If interested in 
trying out, go to www.valleywheelbase- 
ball.com. The rules of the league and 
new player forms can be found on the 
site. For further information, you can 
contact the league’s commissioner, Jim 
Nason at wheell2@comcast.net or call 
him at (413) 433-4308. Tryouts will be 
taking place in the early weeks of April, 
weather permitting, with a draft follow- 
ing the tryouts. 
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Sign-ups ongoing for Quabbin 
Valley Over-30 Baseball League 


REGION — The Quabbin Valley 
Over-30 Baseball League is seeking 
new players for 2020 season. The 
league has six teams, several with open 
roster spots. Last year, the league vot- 
ed to allow players age 28 and 29 to be 
able to join the league, though players 
under 30 are not eligible to pitch. The 
cost of the league this season is $192. 
For returning players, sign-ups are 
extended through May 1. New play- 
ers can also sign up through this date 


with the draft currently set for May 2. 
The league hopes to begin play in early 
June. The season is 15 regular season 
games plus at least one playoff game. 
Games are nine innings and metal 
(BBCOR -3) or wood bats are al- 
lowed. Fields locations are throughout 
Western Mass. For more information 
on the league, or if you are interested 
in registering, go to https://www.quab- 
binvalleybaseball.org/. The league is 
also in Facebook. 





First Monadnock event set for May 9 


WINCHESTER, N.H. — Due to the 
coronavirus outbreak and based on the 
orders by New Hampshire state officials, 
the Tri-Track Open Modified Series and 
NHSTRA events at Monadnock Speed- 
way are postponed through at least May 
4. According to the speedway’s website, 
the offices are also closed until at least 
May 4, but staff of the office are check- 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Germanic 
mythological god 

4. Cash machine 

7. Improvement 

12. What voters want 

15. Sheepish 49, Artificial intelligence 

16. Placed at powerful 50. Disfigure 


monetary unit 
42. Broken branch 
44. Put in advance 
47. Arrest 
48. Prefix indicating 
adjacent to 


ing email and messages every day. Cur- 
rently, the season is set to open on Sat- 
urday, May 9 with a full slate of events, 
including: 100-lap Tri Track Modified 
Series, NHSTRA modifieds, late mod- 
el sportsman, street stocks, mini-stocks, 
pure stocks and young guns. It is un- 
known whether speedway events will be 
open to the public when they resume. 
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32. Body fluids 

36. Press against lightly 

38. An island in the 
Pacific 

40. A reminder of past 
events 

43. Austrian spa town 

44. Peter’s last name 


4, Uncoordinated 

5. Ill-fated cruise ship 

6. Work hard 

7. Drivers’ speed 

8. Largest English 
dictionary (abbr.) 

9. Healthcare pro 





BRYANT from page 9 


Ticket packages to the 2020 En- 
shrinement Ceremony and all En- 
shrinement events are on sale now 
and available online at www.hoophall. 
com or by calling the Basketball Hall 
of Fame at (413) 231-5513. Premi- 
um Sponsors of Enshrinement 2020 
include Fifty-Five South Ventures, 
Nike, Baron Championship Rings, 
Mohegan Sun and Panini. 


PVIAC from page 9 


al signs the social distancing and 
stay-at-home advisories are being 
effective. The TMC was scheduled 
to meet this week to continue dis- 
cussions about how a tournament 
held in late June will look, but may 
not have the ability to make any 
new decisions until the state gov- 
ernment issues updated guidance 





on school events. 


You are home, so let’s review 
your insurance coverages. 


Our staff is here and ready to help. Give us a call 


or email and let’s review your coverages. 


Things 


change and sometimes get overlooked as we move 
through our hectic lives. While many of us are 
doing our part by staying home, let’s use this time 
to review your insurance policies. 


All of our staff emails are listed on our website: 
www.bellandhudson.com 


We are here for you. 


Fim, CM of Us a 


Bell & Hudson Insurance 


“The ONLY FIVE Star rated agency by the Massachusetts 
Association of Insurance Agents in Hampshire County.” 


* 


level 92. The Fighting Irish 
18. Measure of (abbr.) 

illumination 53. Not in any place 
19. Trent Reznor’s band —_56. Predict 
20. Commercial 61. A system of getting 
21. Amounts of time Stuff from one place 
24. English broadcaster to another 
27. Rolls of tobacco 63. Philosophy of the 
30. Position principles of things 
31. Expresses pleasure 64. US gov't office (abbr.) 
33. Corporate exec (abbr.) 65. Seaborgium’s former 
34. Body part name (abbr.) 
39. Bleated 
37. Businessman 
39. Beats per minute 
41. Defunct Italian 


10. Egyptian Sun god 
11. Expresses the might do 
negative 46. Of the bones of the 
12. Some are three- feet 
legged 51. “Amazing Stories” 
13. Clothing writer 
manufacturer 54. Nazi-resistant youth 
14. Close by group (abbr.) 
17. Tooth caregiver oo. Used to have 
22. Housing material (Scottish) 
23. Flows through 96. A way to cook 
24. Founder of Babism 57. Japanese port city 
25. Honorific title 98. Type of precipitation 
26. A type of letter 99. Engrave 
28. Seize and hold firmly 60. Female sibling 
29. Artery 62. Expresses emotion 


45. Something a mob At Bell & Hudson Insurance, we always 


have time for you. 


Two Convenient Locations 


Belchertown 
(413) 323-9611 
Insurance Agency, Inc. 


15 Central St., 
West Brookfield 


CLUES DOWN (508) 867-4646 


1. Network connector 
2. Primordial matter 


www.bellandhudson.com 


This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information. 


“birth... | encasement |weddin’” 


announcements 
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HOLYOKE — Holyoke Community 
College is again extending the deadline 
to apply for scholarships for the 2020- 
2021 academic year. The new deadline is 
Wed., April 22. The initial deadline had 
already been pushed back by two weeks 
to today, Wed., April 8. 

“As our students continue to navigate 
the new reality of remote learning in light 
of COVID-19, flexibility remains critical 
to our collective success,” said Amanda 
Sbriscia, HCC vice president of Institu- 
tional Advancement. “Over the last few 
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HCC scholarship deadline extended to April 22 


days, it has become increasingly appar- 
ent that our students are juggling a lot 
right now, including very real concerns 
about their health and the health of their 
families. In light of these unprecedented 
times and myriad challenges, we have 
decided to give them an additional two 
weeks to complete their applications for 
the scholarships that so many of them 
depend upon.” 

More than $200,000 in awards 1s 
available for incoming, continuing and 
transferring HCC students. 


Students must be currently enrolled at 
HCC or have been accepted for the up- 
coming academic year to be eligible for 
scholarships, which are awarded through 
the HCC Foundation, HCC’s nonprofit 
fundraising corporation. 

Applicants need only fill out a single 
online form to be automatically matched 
with the scholarships they are most 
qualified to receive. There are scholar- 
ships for new students, current students 
and students transferring to other insti- 
tutions, scholarships based on financial 


need, scholarships for students 1n specif- 
ic majors, scholarships for residents of 
certain communities, and scholarships 
that recognize academic achievement. 

For the 2019-2020 academic year, the 
HCC Foundation awarded $223,000 in 
scholarships to 231 students. 

To begin the application process, 
please go to: www.hcc.edu/scholarships 

Questions should be directed to the 
HCC Foundation office at 413-552-2182 
or Donahue 170 on the HCC campus, 
303 Homestead Ave. 





Donations grow COVID-19 virus response fund to $3 million 


SPRINGFIELD —The COVID-19 
Response Fund for the Pioneer Valley 
has topped $3 million in donations and 
growing, with the Community Founda- 
tion of Western Massachusetts today re- 
porting the latest donations to the Fund. 
The Foundation also announced another 
$255,000 in emergency grants, bringing 
the total to $1 million awarded from the 
Response Fund to local nonprofits serv- 
ing the immediate needs of the most vul- 
nerable populations affected by the pan- 
demic in Western Massachusetts. 

The most recent donations to the 
Fund reported today include: 

- $250,000 from the Barr Foundation 
in Boston 

- $107,000 from the Community 
Foundation of Western Massachusetts 

- $100,000 from the Vertex Founda- 
tion, affiliated with Vertex Pharmaceuti- 
cals Inc. located in Boston 

- $75,000 from an anonymous founda- 
tion based in Boston 


- $25,000 from Delta Dental of Mas- 
sachusetts 

- $25,000 from Berkshire Bank Foun- 
dation 

This week’s grants to nonprofits sup- 
port health and other urgent services for 
vulnerable and underserved populations, 
including limited English speakers, to 
Gandara Center, ServiceNet, Behavioral 
Health Network, Clinical and Support 
Options, Center for New Americans, 
New North Citizen Council and Enlace 
de Familias. Clinical Support Options 
(for Springfield) and ServiceNet (for 
Greenfield and Northampton) also re- 
ceived grants to cover costs associated 
with social distancing in shelters they 
manage. Also, Grow Food Northampton 
received a grant for food distribution in 
Greater Northampton. 

According to Katie Allan Zobel, Pres- 
ident and CEO of the Community Foun- 
dation of Western Massachusetts, “I am 
awed that $3 million has been donated 


in the mere three weeks that the fund as 
been in existence,: said Katie Allan Zobel, 
president and CEO of Community Foun- 
dation of Western Massachusetts. “This 
outpouring of generosity from across 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
is a testimony to the goodness and gen- 
erosity of our people. These donations 
go directly into the Response Fund and 
are quickly deployed into the community. 
Donors can feel confident that their gifts 
are supporting the critical work in our re- 
gion of helping those most impacted by 
the crisis. Together, and working 1n col- 
laboration with so many on the ground 
doing the work, we will get through this 
historic period of need.” 

Zobel said the funding is targeted 
where resources have emerged and are 
desperately needed including in the area 
of food security where elderly and oth- 
ers are not able to leave home and access 
food pantries, organizations challenged 
with obtaining masks and gloves in 


serving their constituencies, and lack of 
translation of critical information about 
safety measures during the pandemic. 
Resources are also being deployed to ad- 
dress diaper shortages for families with 
infants and those serving the disabled, 
and increased requests for mental health 
supports. 

Zobel also stressed that donors are 
encouraged to make donations direct- 
ly to nonprofit organizations working 
to support populations impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, emphasizing that 
this fund is not a replacement for direct 
donations to nonprofits. 

In addition to donations from business 
and philanthropic organizations, over 
120 individuals have made donations to 
the CFWM Response Fund. 

The Community Foundation wel- 
comes additional donations to the 
COVID-19 Response Fund for the Pio- 
neer Valley. Gifts can be made online at: 
www.communityfoundation.org/covid19. 





AAA supports first responders, health care providers with roadside assistance 


REGION -— In an effort to support 
our local first responders and front-line 
health care providers, AAA Pioneer 
Valley will provide them roadside as- 
sistance free of charge through April 
30th. 

AAA will provide the following ser- 
vices: 

¢ Waive fuel delivery fee 

¢ Cover the first $100 of locksmith 
service 

¢ Provide an additional $10 discount 


off price of battery for AAA Members 

¢ Waive hookup and/or mileage fees 

¢ Waive charge for the first hour of 
extrication service 

First responders and_ front-line 
health care providers, whether mem- 
bers or non-members are asked to iden- 
tify themselves during their call and 
provide the proper credentials such as 
I.D. badge or other identification when 
the service provider arrives, and these 
fees will not be collected. The exception 


will be for battery replacement charges. 
To help with social distancing, AAA 
will also return the vehicle after repairs 
are made. 

AAA would like to thank the many 
first responders and healthcare profes- 
sionals who are assisting our commu- 
nities during this crisis. This is a small 
way we can show our appreciation. 

For more information please visit 
AAA.com/COVID-19 or the AAA Pi- 
oneer Valley Facebook page. To con- 


tact us for service or assistance with 
any AAA product or service please call 
us at 413-785-1381. Our doors may be 
closed but the great majority of our 
services are available and our employ- 
ees stand ready to assist. 

AAA Pioneer Valley is a not-for- 
profit auto club with 6 offices in Frank- 
lin, Hampden, Hampshire counties of 
Massachusetts providing more than 
200,000 local AAA members with trav- 
el, insurance, 





ONLINE from page 1 


ees who need them have personal pro- 
tective equipment for the last five weeks. 
“We have not run out, but there 1s al- 
ways the fear that we might,” she said. 

Bradley said employees have been 
modeling how to properly put on and 
remove the equipment because studies 
have shown that modeling helps others 
to do the same. 

Baystate Health had been redeploy- 
ing employees from outpatient health 
visits and elective surgery visits, most 
of which have been canceled, to plac- 
es where they are needed, she said, and 
this week Baystate started implement- 
ing tele-medicine for behavioral health 
visits. 

Starting this past Wednesday, April 
15, all Baystate employees will have 
their temperatures taken before being 
allowed to work. She said Baystate has 
also encouraged those not feeling well 
to stay home. 

She said Baystate 1s still seeing some 
patients who use Suboxone, which is 
used to treat opioid addiction. 

Bradley acknowledged people want 
to give homemade masks and food to 
hospital workers, but unless the masks 
meet certain standards, they can’t be ac- 
cepted. Homemade food could not be 


accepted either, but she acknowledged 
how grateful Baystate and its workers 
were for the area’s generosity. 

QHSUA had received a $20,000 
grant for in-person recovery training 
and a conference around recovery, and 
Bradley said she hoped the deadline for 
the grant to be used could be extended 
since neither could be arranged during 
the COVID-19 crisis. 


DART 

Belchertown Police Sgt. Neil Lozier, 
who is also a Drug Addiction Response 
Team member, said the DART team is 
still trying offering outreach “from a 
distance” to those who have had a drug 
overdose, contacting them by phone or 
online. He also said general substance 
use appears to be up as 1s domestic vi- 
olence calls. 

Ware Police Officer John Cacela sent 
his notes in with Michelle Farry, of 
Hampshire Hope, which oversees the 
regional DART team. He said num- 
bers of drug overdoses had risen and 
its clear people are under stress. He 
said the biggest needs he sees in work- 
ing with addicts are a lack of access to 
NARCAN, which temporarily blocks 
opioid overdoses, and way to get clean 
needles. 


Palmer, Wilbraham and Ludlow 


police departments have all recently 
become part of the DART program, 
Farry said. 

DART members reach out to those 
who overdose on drugs and try to help 
them access recovery services. 


Recovery center 

Work continues to creating the Ware 
Regional Recovery Center in Ware, 
which will start a campaign soon to 
make it a reality. 

This week members of the group was 
scheduled to start an online recovery 
meeting through Zoom, the teleconfer- 
encing application, on Tuesday, April 
14, at 3 p.m. Those who are interested 
can find the Ware Regional Recovery 
Center on Facebook, which will have 
details about the online meeting. 

Those who would like more infor- 
mation about the Recovery Center can 
contact Abaigeal Duda at WareRRC@ 
gmail.com. 


Other services 

Members discussed how to serve 
people, whether they’re senior citizens 
or those fighting addiction during the 
COVID-19 situation. 

Ware Council on Aging Executive 
Director John Zienowicz said the COA 
was still serving lunch for those who 


could drive to the Senior Center, where 
it was being handed to each car as it 
drove up. The Center’s vans were not in 
service because both of its drivers are 
elderly with underlying issues and can- 
not be put in harm’s way. 

He said the mobile food pantry, 
which usually brings food to one of the 
apartment complexes in Ware, which 
will be switched to Grenville Park on 
April 21 so those picking up food can 
just drive up and get a bag of food. 
Those on foot can do so as well while 
keeping the six-feet necessary for social 
distancing. 

He said the Quaboag Valley Com- 
munity Development Corp. has a pro- 
gram where seniors from Hardwick, 
Warren and Ware can call in and get 
CORI-checked staffers to pick up gro- 
ceries, prescriptions and do other er- 
rands for them at no cost. 

It was discussed whether it might be 
possible to expand the program with 
Community Development Block Grant 
funds for COVID-19 programs. Ware 
Planning and Community Develop- 
ment Director Rebekah DeCourcey 
said it might be possible and possibly 
the money could also be used to buy ad- 
ditional minutes on existing cell phones 
or provide cell phones to senior citizens 
who needed them. 


Donation is part of $38 million contribution 


SOUTHBRIDGE -— _ Fundacion 
MAPERE, a global nonprofit founda- 
tion created by MAPFRE, has donat- 
ed $200,000 to Harrington HealthCare 
System to support the purchase of per- 
sonal protective equipment for HHS 
staff during the coronavirus pandemic, 
including medical masks, gloves, gowns, 
face shields and other personal protec- 
tive equipment. 

The donation is part of $38 million 
in contributions made by the founda- 
tion to coronavirus relief efforts world- 
wide, including $2.3 million to support 
urgent medical and community needs 
across Massachusetts, which is the U.S. 
headquarters for the foundation. 

“We are overwhelmed at the gener- 
osity of this donation, which will help 
to protect our patients, staff and com- 
munity from the spread of COVID-19,” 
said Harrington HealthCare System 
President and CEO Edward Moore. 

“The amount of PPE required to 
safely care for patients has greatly in- 





Historical Society 
cancels meeting 


STURBRIDGE — Due to COVID-19 
and the need to stay safe, the Sturbridge 
Historical Society has canceled its meet- 
ing on April 23. 


Monday, April 6 
7:12 p.m. 911 — Animal Call West 
Brookfield Road — Removed Hazard 


Tuesday, April 7 


4:35 p.m. Initiated — Investigation 
Ware Road — Investigated 
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ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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sturbridge 


creased as a result of the coronavirus 
pandemic. This donation will make a 
significant impact in offsetting the addi- 
tional cost to purchase such a large vol- 
ume of PPE, especially at a time when 
these items are in such short supply. On 
behalf of our entire staff, our patients 
and the communities we serve, I’d like to 
express our deep gratitude to Fundacion 
MAPERE for their donation, not only 
to us but to healthcare organizations 
and communities across Massachusetts 
and around the world,” Moore said. 

Other Massachusetts organizations 
that have received a donation from the 
foundation include Boston Medical 
Center; UMass Memorial Health Care; 
the City of Boston and Massachusetts 
General Hospital. 

“We are extremely concerned about 
the impact coronavirus continues to 
have on our communities and medical 
facilities,” said Alfredo Castelo, chief 
representative of Fundacion MAPFRE 
in the U.S. “We hope this contribution 





@ 


will help individuals and families in 
need and provide critical supplies for 
our health care professionals and first 
responders on the front line during the 
outbreak.” 

Fundacion MAPFRE’s global aid 
package will benefit coronavirus relief 
efforts in 27 countries. 

“The fight against the coronavirus 
encompasses all sectors of society. Insti- 
tutions, such as Fundacion MAPFRE, 
are called more than ever, to take action, 
with solidarity measures that promote 
social cohesion and equal opportunities, 
“said Antonio Huertas, president of 
MAPFRE and Fundacion MAPFRE. 

Harrington HealthCare System is a 
comprehensive regional healthcare sys- 
tem serving more than 25 communities 
across south central Massachusetts and 
northeastern Connecticut. The system 
includes Harrington Hospital in South- 
bridge, Harrington HealthCare at Web- 
ster and three additional major medical 
office buildings: Harrington HealthCare 


- public safety 


NEW BRAINTREE POLICE LOG 


Wednesday, April 8 
8:20 p.m. Phone — Assist Other Agen- 
cy Hardwick Road — Taken/Referred to 
Other Agency 


Quaboag Current 


OBITUARY POLICY 


Saturday, April 11 
5:17 p.m. Phone — Complaint/Mo- 
tor Vehicle Operations Dennis Whitney 
Road — Spoken To 
5:27 p.m. 911 — Misdial Gilbertville 
Road — Spoken To 





obituaries. 


aes 


date and place. 


Bue 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 
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Access archives and 


digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Turley Publications offers two types of 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 
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at Charlton, Harrington HealthCare at 
169, also in Charlton, and Harrington 
HealthCare at Spencer; Harrington 
Physician Services, our primary care 
and multi-specialty physician group; 
UrgentCare Express at Harrington in 
Charlton and Oxford; The Cancer Cen- 
ter at Harrington in Southbridge, and 
the region’s largest Behavioral Health 
programs for mental health and sub- 
stance use. www.harringtonhospital.org 

Fundacion MAPFRE is a nonprof- 
it organization created by MAPFRE 
in 1975 to promote the well-being of 
society and citizens across the compa- 
ny’s footprint. Active in 30 countries, 
Fundacion MAPFRE focuses on five 
areas: Road Safety and Injury Preven- 
tion, including fires, mishaps at home 
and drownings; Insurance and Social 
Protection; Culture; Social Action; and 
Health Promotion. Please visit https:// 
www.fundacionmapfre.org/fundacion/ 
en for more information about Fun- 
dacion MAPFRE. 


Send Us Your Photos! 
ekennedy@turley.com 


9:20 p.m. Phone — Complaint Ber- 
nard Whitney Road — Spoken To 


Sunday, April 12 
7:52 p.m. Phone — Fire Alarm Ber- 
nard Whitney Road — Services Rendered 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 


major community event features that we should always 


cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features 
for the Quaboag Current/The Town Common, please email 
jgrybowski@turley.com. 











A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
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Classifieds 


13 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS IFT SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us toll free 800.824.6548 








ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Chan- 
nels + $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free installation, Smart HD DVR In- 
cluded, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Call 1-877-925- 
7371 


HAY FOR SALE Koran’s Farm. 
(413)267-3396. 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 


**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 
Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 


FIREWOOD SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or #161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. | Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
FIREWOOD No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- you. (413)967-8002 


Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 


chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and re- 
pairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. Li- 
censed/ insured. Call (413)967-6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinishing 
- cane, fiber rush & splint - Classroom in- 
structor, 20+ years experience. Call Walt 


ane eryeee holds throughout New England. Reach _at (413)289-6670 for estimate. 
4 million potential readers quickly and. 
inexpensively with great results. Use PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
MISCELL AN EOUS the Buy New England Classified Ad experience. References. Lic #086220. 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN  STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 


Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ce- 
ramic tile, windows, painting, wall- 
papering, textured ceilings, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. 
Free estimates. (413)246-2783 
Ron. 





IMPROVEMENT 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 


nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 DEADLINES: 
or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price Base Price Base Price 
$27.00 $27.50 $28.00 


Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price 
$28.50 $29.00 $29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price 
$30.50 $31.00 $31.50 $32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$32.50 $33.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$34.50 $35.00 





Name: Phone: 
Address; 
TOWN State:_ Zip; 
NumberofWeeks:_ X perweekrate=$ 
Credit Card: L] MasterCard OVISA JU Discover Ld Cash L] Check# 
Card fe Exp.Date CVV 
Amount of charge: a D -|  -O 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 
Quabbin ————_ : . o 


Vi [ I H | [ [ 
NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BELCHERTOWN BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 
GRANBY 


Circulation: 
50,500 


BRIMFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 



















EAST 
BROOKFIELD 










WILLIAMSBURG 


STURBRIDGE 






Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


a [-S Suburban 

( Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 









S WILBRAHAM 
WEST 


SPRINGFIELD 


Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
First ZONE base price —: Aire ai 
Addasecond ZONE __*10.00 
Add athird ZONE __°5.00 — Cat 
Subtotal . 
x Number of Weeks er) 
TOTAL Enclosed _ 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 






LANDSCAPING 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Dethatching 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $28/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 
0140. 


LAWN CARE SERVICES 
Weekly/ Bi-weekly 
lawn mowing services 
15 years experience 
Call Quality Cuts today! 
(413)231-2888 
FREE ESTIMATES 


MASONRY 


B&D MASONRY RESTORATION 
Chimney rebuilds, caps, pointing, block 
foundations, ceramic floors/ walls, out- 
door kitchens/ living areas, cultured/ 
natural stone, stampcrete pads/ side- 
walks. 413-237-3690 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 





AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


HCC plans ‘epic celebrations’ for class of 2020 


HOLYOKE — In lieu of its tra- 
ditional spring commencement cer- 
emony at the Mass Mutual Center, 
Holyoke Community will instead rec- 
ognize the class of 2020 with a virtual 
celebration in August and also invite 
graduates to walk across the stage 
next year with the class of 2021. 

“Every year, one of my most antic- 
ipated moments is Commencement,” 
President Christina Royal said in an 
email communication to. students 
Friday. “As a first-generation college 
student, I remember how significant 
Commencement was for my family 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | Friday 


community 


and me. I take great pride in joining 
you and your families in celebrating 
your achievements, and in shaking 
each of your hands as you walk across 
the stage. But as we have all seen, 
the rapid spread of COVID-19 has 
changed nearly everything. It’s no sur- 
prise that we will not be able to host 
this event in person on May 30.” 

We must balance our desire to cel- 
ebrate your academic achievements 
in all the ways you were expecting 
with the need to keep our communi- 
ty healthy, which continues to be our 
highest priority,” she said. 


The new plan is for HCC to hold 
a virtual celebration in August, com- 
plete with special remarks, honors and 
recognition of graduates. Each mem- 
ber of the class of 2020 will receive a 
special surprise package in the mail 
during the summer and be invited to 
host their own celebrations to share 
through videos and photos using the 
hashtag #HolyokeCC20. 

The exact date for the virtual cele- 
bration has not yet been determined. 

Also, Royal said, “The class of 
2020 will have a traditional Com- 
mencement in May 2021, where we 
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will celebrate each of you, in person 
with your loved ones present, along 
with the class of 2021, on what will be 
a truly historic day.” 

Your perseverance toward grad- 
uation in these unprecedented times 
deserves to be celebrated in every 
way possible,” she said. “On behalf 
of your faculty and the entire HCC 
community, I applaud you for your 
strength and resilience, and will look 
forward to seeing you virtually in Au- 
gust and at the Mass Mutual Center 
in May 2021. What epic celebrations 
these will be!” 





Baker-Polito administration releases income 


BOSTON — The Baker-Polito ad- 
ministration released guidance regard- 
ing the extension of the 2019 state 
individual income tax filing and pay- 
ment deadline from April 15 to July 15 
due to the COVID-19 outbreak, and 
announced that the Department of 
Revenue (DOR) will waive any late-file 
and late-pay penalties for corporate 
excise returns and payments due April 
15 that are filed and paid by July 15. 

This guidance, publicized in the 
form of a Technical Information Re- 
lease (TIR) from DOR, clarifies that 


the extension for personal income tax- 
payers applies to 2019 returns and pay- 
ments as well as the first installment of 
estimated tax due April 15. The second 
installment of estimated tax due June 
15 will also now be due July 15. 

The extension of the personal in- 
come tax return deadline is being im- 
plemented pursuant to legislation and 
applies to personal income tax, estate 
and trust income tax, and income 
tax due with a partnership compos- 
ite return with an April 15 due date. 
It also applies to an April 2020 tax in- 


stallment owed by a personal income 
taxpayer with respect to deemed re- 
patriated income. Taxpayers that have 
previously filed their 2019 returns but 
have not yet made the associated pay- 
ments have until July 15 to make such 
payments. 

Additionally, DOR will waive late- 
file and late-pay penalties for corpo- 
rate excise (including financial institu- 
tion and insurance premiums excise) 
returns and payments until July 15. 
The waiver of penalties applies to cor- 
porate excise returns and payments 


tax guidance 


with an original due date of April 15, 
including those of certain S corpora- 
tions and non-profits that file on a fis- 
cal-year basis and have tax returns and 
payments due April 15. 

This income tax relief 1s automatic, 
and taxpayers do not need to file any 
additional forms to qualify. 

Individuals and companies with 
questions or concerns regarding tax- 
es can contact the Massachusetts De- 
partment of Revenue at 617-887-6367 
or send a secure e-message through 
MassTaxConnect. 





Classifieds 


13 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


BS BS Be | Classified 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 








RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 


BROOKFIELD 1 BR 2nd fl, off-street 
parking, $580/ mo + utilities. Must have 
good rental history 413-262-5082 










HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 


SECTION 8 WELCOME Ware 
2 bedroom apts. new kitchen, bath, 
paint, flooring, appliances, etc. Avail- 
able ASAP (413)531-2433 


WARREN LG. 3 BR off-street park- 
ing, gas heat, appliances. Housing as- 
sistance acceptable. Very good rental 
history. 413-262-5082 


WARREN MODERN Stucio, ist fl, VACATION Advertising 
$650, 1 BR, $750, with new kitchen, 
carpet and appliances. Free hot water. RENTALS 


Beautiful rural setting with a moun- 


tain view. Located on 67. Please call 
(413)436-5301 


Inde Irs . : »4 | 
\ y\ T Mw iy Nv A! f 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





for more information. 


HILLTOWNS 


CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 





APARTMENTS 





OR ee — PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER CDR MONDAY AT NOON 
eHeat and hot water included 
ac rea *Ample Closets 
¢Fully Applianced 
nadia “Community Room TAX FILING DEADLINE HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO JULY 15 
eLaundry Facilities :, 


eCats Welcome 
*Extra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 ime 


ERX YAEL rvoinimend \en> 


Appointment | <7 
PROVIDER 
The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 


17 Convent Hill, Ware, MA 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 


(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net e 


REAL ESTATE 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


FINANCIAL SERVICES (413)589-1671 


PROCRASTINATORS WANTED 
Are you still putting off filing your taxes? 
Why not let the tax professionals at AJE Financial Services help! 
We will do whatever it takes (within our power) to make it 
as painless as possible, Why not give us a call today! 
It shouldn't have to hurt! 


EQUAL HOUSING ‘ot 


OPPQRTUNITY 





FOR RENT FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


Personal & Small Business — Federal & All States 


FAAST TAX DSA 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers | $50 OFF 


1622 North Main Street 
Reg. Prices 


Palmer, MA 01069 
To All New Clients ' 








Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 








David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kiftchentabletaxes,com 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
ES Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


| PROVIDER 


Fasttax @ charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6543 


The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 


QUABOAG 


CURREN 


EDUCATION NORTH BROOKFIELD ~ 


WBES honor rolls Second Chance provides 
p2 urgent care p3 
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WEARE OPEN TD SEL ile faz 


& DELIVER APPLIANCES lowe: = 
IVA GY) S REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com 


WE HAVE FREEZERS! 
NEW LISTING 


OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES IN STOCK | Byour Guide to Local LAKE VIEW WITH BEACH ACCESS 
FOR FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP! = Summer Activities 68 Lakeshore Dr., West Brookfield, MA $234,900 


OVER 1 000 BIKES IN STOCK! & Vacation eet, Pride of ownership with this well maintained 3 | 


“aah. m ‘ bedroom ranch, that has a lake view and access 
WE REPAIR ALL BIKE MODELS! 5p, Destinations | a Pe . to the beach on Lake Wickaboag, just in time for 
SO COME ON IN FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS! 2 SA te: = summer!! This welcoming home offers a spacious 
/ i. s te )~¢ cst a living room with a large picture window, a fully 
SEE OUR AD INSIDE THIS NEWSPAPER S. a7 in : fig <4 ye mf applianced kitchen with white cabinets, and a 
4 ' separate dining area. Large master bedroom with | 


o% FINANCING FOR 12 MONTHS ad ee t _ < plenty of closet space and separate laundry area. 
This home has a wonderful, level yard for outdoor fun with a screened in gazebo. What an 


WHITCO Bad Credit? We Can Help! “a dat i —— | | level yard fi witha 
ea 3 — 2 amazing opportunity to own this home in West Brookfield with a 1 car garage, town water 


LE 140 Main St., Spencer 508- 885- 9343 4 " : aod <2 : — = tm 5 and so many other great features. Updates include windows, lighting, exterior doors and 
ra — [ey m Sa. a-pm Sun. 2-7 SALES.CONM a p- <= M- 9 — 3 “2 so much more. The home has a flat, level yard on a dead end street! This house will surely 
= _e ES. = > impress and will not last! Passing Title 5 in hand!! 


a Ew, : 
PEACE VOURT AD ees ye ies — L >) John and Cassie Paolucci Follow us on 
IN ENEWW EN GIA DSHS 4) 774-200-3523 8 ms\| ‘W: 
mea Maintaining the health and safety of my clients and our community is my >" 
See highest priority. | am also focused on keeping your real estate transaction eat | SUMIMER ACTIV’ FGUIDES 
moving forward. At a time when social distancing due to COVID-19 (coro- ed Ko? 


- navitus) is in effect, | understand this may raise concern. | am reaching out ere) n ele t p) an Flyn n To day! 


ee With this message to update you on my ongoing efforts to keep you safe. | 
|| still have buyers and sellers calling about properties. My first priority is and Turle % 
will always be what is best for you, my client. If you have any questions that 7A | 1 3 _ 967 = 3505 uriey: Inc. 
/ can help you to find answers to please contact me. Century 21 North East or Be A puatic, 
and | have many resources available. Stay Safe and Healthy! Thank You. _ 
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Start your next move with zenelee 
Professional Photography ‘OnCelebratine 
| Floor Plans - Social Media Ads 
ABC TV Show Promotion 
Brochures - Postcards - Print Ads 
ereudld ct hledecdbete behets Targeted Online Advertising 


www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com ef 2 \rURY 2 James D’Amico-Broker/Owner - 
978-434-1990 : 270 Main St, Spencer : BUYING + SELLING + RELOCATING [J 
ey cometeancer STEWART & STEWART 
1) 8 snSeende 413-387-8608 a 
= wi Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com ¢ StewartandStewartHomes.com 


Construction Company _incorPorateD” 


e Excavation Complete Site Work e Demo « New Home Construction 
e Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand 
e Trucking ¢ Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work 


e Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements 
YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US! SAND & GRAVEL CO 
; Pe a Road, Warren, MA 01083 thee ae pa Oe 
413-436-5705 - .fountainandsons. 
eee doranacelsce Washed Sand e« Stone Dust 


Natural Round Landscaping Stone 
Screened Loam e Crushed Gravel 


=) WV pam moley-W ace). 
roe =Jcole) Cwm folie temo (ola tim-leete) qit-i(ep ae 


DL 908. 867. 0400 





LANDSCAPE STONE 


Beige, Blush, Blue, Brown, Purple, 
Red, Lt Gray, Dk Gray, White 


Screened Loam Stored in Building 


Construction Stone ¢ Construction Sand ¢ Concrete Sand 
Title V Septic Sand © Brick Sand ¢ Sand Box Sand 
Utility Sand ¢ Stone Dust ¢ Silt 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Asphalt ¢ Crushed Concrete 
Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums 


PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 


98 North Spencer Road, 

Route 31N, Spencer, MA 

Soiaial. 508-885-6100 

stot =: = 

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt @=7 


www. Bondsandandaravelcan 
WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH: eS 
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LOOK AT THESE SPECIALS! 


Chili Macaroni 
AV ¢=ieliye 
Chicken Philly Steaks ONLY 


: é PLEASE 
with Waffle Fries CALL AHEAD 
TO RESERVE 


Beef Stroganoff YOUR 
DINNER 


SPRING is EARLY!! 


Check out our Indoor Display 


Concrete, Masonry, | A fresh look 





and Landscape Needs into homes Turkey Dinner 
dlivine j 
_ CONCRETE SOLUTIONS — B ison, 7 Open Sun.-Wed. 8am-2pm 
1 199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner Thurs.-Sat. 8am-8pm 
Massachusetts 


978-669-0088 Rid Northers E.B. Flatts 


} \& : KEYSTONE RETAINING WALLS uric’ Inc. 4 | . - ‘ 
Sah AES ENG Ee coe Connecticut 245 W. Main, E. Brookfield * 508-867-6643 








COME SEE US FOR: 

e Dental Cleanings e Cosmetic Dentistry: © Periodontal Care 

e Orthodontics: Fillings, Crowns and =e Laser Gum Therapy 
Braces and Invisalign® Bridges, Veneers, e Tooth Extractions 


e Dental Emergencies Teeth Whitening e Dental Implants 


WEST BROOKFIELD wy WE ACCEPT MOST DENTAL INSURANCES! 


LD E N | A L Dr. Damon Anderson & Dr. Sam Alkhoury 508-867-2777 ? West Stall hcae ee oe MA 


GENERAL DENTIST ORTHODONTIST 





